Physical Science Expository Essay Rubric
	
	1 – Not Proficient
	3 – Approaches Proficient
	5 – Proficient

	Expository Organization
	5 paragraphs or less with no thesis statement and no support or elaboration
	5 paragraphs with vague thesis statement and little support and elaboration
	5 paragraphs with clear thesis statement and solid support and elaboration

	Science Content/Evidence
	Did not follow prompt, points are not well-thought out or have little to no support and elaboration and do not tie forces/motion & continental drift/seafloor spreading/plate tectonics
	Followed prompt with points that have support and some elaboration and that start to tie forces/motion & continental drift/seafloor spreading/plate tectonics
	Followed prompt with well-thought out points that analyze the topic thoughtfully and include logical ties with forces/motion & continental drift/seafloor spreading/plate tectonics.

	References
	1 required source is sited, or sources are missing altogether 
	2-3 required sources are cited (not Wiki) but are not correct in their format
	Both textbooks cited correctly as well as one additional source (not Wiki as stated on the prompt)
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Physical Science Expository Essay

Prompt:  How are forces and motion related to continental drift, seafloor spreading, and plate tectonics?  

Guidelines:  Use a 5-paragraph expository essay format, complete with an introduction paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion paragraph.  This is not to be confused with a research paper.  Five paragraphs should be sufficient to explain the prompt at the level at which I’m requiring.  

Grading:  You will be graded based on the Graduation Demonstration Exam Rubric that you use with Miss McGinn. 

References:  All sources must be sited on a references page at the end of your essay.  You must use both your Physical Science and Geoscience textbooks, as well as one additional source.  Although it has reliable information for the most part, please refrain from using Wikipedia on this assignment.  Please see Noodletools for details on how to site your sources.  

Due date:  Your double spaced typed 5-paragraph expository essay is due Thursday, October 3rd at the beginning of class.  
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